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Timber Anderson, a senior at Gordon Central High School in Gordon County, created, organized and implemented the 

Wounded Warrior Challenge (WWC) in her community in hopes of raising funds for the Wounded Warrior Project. After 

returning home from a service academy day two years ago, Timber, recognizing there was a need to help wounded 

veterans as they returned home and wanting to give back for all they had done, created and organized the community’s 

first Wounded Warrior Challenge in 2013. The WWC is a tough and rigorous obstacle challenge that involves military 

drills throughout the course. As a leader in JROTC and class president each year of high school, Timber’s leadership not 

only raised awareness of veterans and brought together her school and community, but she also raised over $2,500 for 

the Wounded Warrior Project. Timber has served as Class President all four years of high school. 

 

Evan Barnard, a junior at Johns Creek High School in Fulton County, is an aspiring ecologist and combined his love for 

the environment and his leadership skills by becoming an advocate for the visually impaired by creating nature trail 

accessibility. After helping rehabilitate his first Braille Trail in Rome, Georgia through the Chattahoochee Nature Center, 

Evan realized more trails for the blind should be available throughout the state.  Since then, Evan has refurbished 

numerous trails across Georgia that give participants sensory and identification information on the trees and describes 

birds they will encounter. His most recent trail, the Whispering Woods Braille Trail in Gwinnett has now become the site 

for several educational programs. Evan is currently working with legislators to support his idea of having trails like the 

Whispering Woods Braille Trail throughout Georgia and, ultimately, the United States. 

 

Rosa Borja Martinez, a senior at Marion County Middle/High School in Marion County, is the sole proprietor of her 

website, Let Us Dream (http://let-us-dream.webnode.com), which compiles scholarship information for undocumented 

and documented Latino students. Rosa knew there were thousands of other bright students, like herself, with a desire to 

go to school, but were unable to find the scholarship information they needed. Rosa created the website in hopes of 

making a difference for those undocumented students who are outstanding students who dream for a better tomorrow. 

Her website receives thousands of hits every year.  Rosa also began the school’s first tutoring program for non-speaking 

English students at Marion County. Rosa is attending Trinity Baptist College in the fall to major in Secondary Education 

History.  

 

Chad Carrodus, a junior at George Walton High School in Cobb County, found his passion in servant leadership by 

creating Atlanta Children’s Charity. Seeking to volunteer himself, Chad discovered he was unable to pursue hands-on 

opportunities at various organizations due to his young age.  Atlanta Children’s Charity, a youth-led, youth-inspired 

organization creates volunteer opportunities for school-aged students. What started as a small high school club in 2012 

with just 12 members, Atlanta Children’s Charity has grown to over 170 members and has raised over $16,000 for local 

charities, including Ronald McDonald House and Mercy Care. Chad is currently in the process of obtaining a 501c3 for 

Atlanta Children’s Charity in hopes of expansion. Additionally, Chad started his “career” buying broken iPhones with his 

babysitting money and selling them for profit on eBay. Chad’s passion for business has been extended into the private 



 
aviation industry where he sells charters for private jets under one of the country’s leading private aviation experts, Lisa 

Senters-McDermott of Jet Senters Aviation. 

 

Sania Chandrani, a senior at Parkview High School in Gwinnett County, uses the power of her voice to initiate change in 

her community through her tireless work at VOX Teen Communications and her political advocacy. Sania, who was born 

outside the U.S. and is therefore not a citizen, engages with a political system in which she cannot vote. Sania publicly 

voices to adults, legislators and teens that the more you engage youth before they’re 18, the more active and 

participatory youth would be not only in the voting process, but also in garnering political action from peers in the 

future. In fact, Sania was asked by Michelle Nunn’s headquarters to fill in as a campaign organizer in her local district 

during the November 2014 elections.  She was also one of only two youth presenters at the 2nd annual Georgia 

Afterschool and Youth Development Conference in 2014 

 

Ima Christian, a senior at Parkview High School in Gwinnett County, is the co-founder and CEO of Pinetart, Inc. Ima, 

along with her two younger siblings, developed the nationally recognized mobile app, Five-0, an app designed to 

encourage partnership and accountability of law enforcement.  Five-0  

allows people to rate, review, and track their interactions with law enforcement. Ima was responsible for specific 

application functionality through JavaScript server code and database management, and she is responsible for 

monitoring the directional aspects of the company. Within the first two weeks of Five-0 launching online, Five-0 received 

10,000 downloads. Ima and her team have been featured in over fifty national and international news and media 

outlets. Ima also partners with local elementary schools to organize Community Tech days which introduces computer 

science to children  

 

Reaganne Coile, a junior at North Oconee High School in Oconee County, is a community advocate through her inspiring 

efforts in feeding the hungry. What started as just a vision through the National FFA Convention, Reaganne created, 

organized and implemented the annual Rally Against Hunger initiative, in partnership with Kids Against Hunger, in her 

community. Reaganne took charge by not only raising funds and food, but also empowering over 300 volunteers to 

package over 25,000 rice, vegetable and bean meals, which were shipped to the Philippines and to local food pantries in 

Oconee County. Reaganne is currently in the planning stages for the 2015 Rally Against Hunger in March.  She is grateful 

for the help of her two co-leaders who have helped build this program. Reaganne hopes to attend the University of 

Georgia to study agricultural communications 

 

Lily Katherine Conneff, a sophomore at St. Vincent’s Academy in Chatham County, spearheaded a team of six Savannah 

teens to aid their local homeless shelters. After learning about the need for shower shoes at the shelters, Lily Katherine 

devised a plan to raise one dollar for each pair of flip-flops. Lily Katherine believed that by providing a homeless person a 

shower they were granting them a fresh start to the day. She spearheaded the fundraising campaign, the Flip-Flop Drop, 

by going to local minor league baseball games, soliciting friends and family, placing mason jars in various stores and 

salons, and soliciting businesses. Lily Kate and her team raised over $3,200, buying 3,200 pairs of flip flops (3 times more 



 
than their original goal) for the Savannah Inner City Night Shelter and Social Apostolate. She’s currently organizing this 

year’s Flip-Flop Drop drive. 

 

Uwezo Flewellen, II, a junior at Maynard H. Jackson High School in Fulton County, is the creator of the program, Simple 

Math Today, which helps middle school students in an underserved community achieve better math scores and improve 

their mathematic ability. As a rising freshman, Uwezo was troubled and surprised by the number of high school peers 

who were struggling with math and were not performing at grade level. He created Simple Math Today where high 

school students tutor middle school students in hopes of correcting the problem early on. Two years later, Uwezo has 

logged over 100 hours by his volunteer tutors, seen an improvement in test scores among the middle school students, 

and has most recently been asked by surrounding school administers to enact the program at their schools. Uwezo is 

currently in a dual enrollment program with Atlanta Metropolitan State College and plans to go to Georgia Tech after 

graduation. 

 

Connor Ford, a senior at Mount Pisgah Christian School in Fulton County, is the founder and creator of Spirit App, LLC. 

Spirit creates a customized social environment where everything a student needs to know about school life is only a click 

away. It creates a sense of community and enhances student engagement. Spirit also equips the school with unique 

marketing tools to build event attendance and a high level of post event reporting to understand the attendee 

demographics. During his sophomore year in high school, Connor was frustrated with how his school communicated 

with him about student life outside of the classroom. There was no consistency, and after investigating this gap in 

communication with other private and public schools, Connor learned this issue was not unique. After launching Spirit at 

his school, Mount Pisgah increased attendance at games and events, as well as raised enthusiasm and awareness. 

Currently, Connor has secured other high schools and colleges to adapt and use Spirit and has a goal to reach 20,000 

users by the end of 2015.  

  

Meionne “Meme” Harvey, a senior at Crisp County High School, is the creator of the “Dinner and a Movie Canned Food 

Drive,” a service project that helped local food pantries and organizations that were struggling with donations. Meionne 

not only created this drive, but also independently marketed and promoted the event.  As an employee of Cordele’s 

Chick-fil-A, Meme approached her manager and effectively persuaded the restaurant to donate a free sandwich to every 

person who donated at least four cans during the food drive. Meionne’s leadership brought over 1,000 people to attend 

the event (almost 10 percent of the city’s population), and over 500 canned items were collected, which ultimately 

served 75 local families. Meionna plans to attend college in the fall and major in Business Finance with a double minor in 

Music and Spanish. 

 

Romeo Henderson, a senior at Lovejoy High School in Clayton County, is the CEO and Creative Director of Division Zero, 

a game design and development company of 14 students. Romeo and his team are currently in beta testing of a 3D fast 

pace runner that yields a different form of gameplay new to the mobile field and that provides a set of community 

service provisions based on revenue yield. Through his growing business, Romeo brought his passion for gaming to his 

high school and created the school’s first Gamers’ Club, after school funding was cut and the technology classes were 



 
eliminated. Lovejoy’s Gamers’ Club, teaches other students the art of interactive game design and technology, and 

currently has 60 members and raised over $500 to further support the club and its gaming prototypes. 

 

Furichous John Gene Jones, IV, a senior at Central High School in Carroll County, is the founder of Quanta Industries, a 

start-up R&D enterprise applying material science and chemistry to innovative technologies. For the last year, John has 

been developing a fabric based speaker and microphone system specifically designed for military use to help relieve 

weight found in soldier’s headsets and combat degenerative arthritis, a common ailment among soldiers, including one 

of his family members. His product is currently patent pending and he is in discussions with private and military 

development specialists in commercializing the product. John plans to attend Vanderbilt University in the fall and obtain 

a degree in Chemical Engineering.  

 

Sara Knighton is a junior at Valwood School in Lowndes County, founded her charity, Book Angels in August 2012. Sara 

found inspiration to create Book Angels after her grandfather passed away from Alzheimer’s disease. As her 

grandfather’s disease worsened, Sara decided that reading to him was the only way to really connect with him again, 

and she realized the impact reading can have on a person. Book Angels promotes literacy and healing in local hospitals, 

nursing homes, governmental agencies, and school settings. Sara organizes book drives through her school system and 

community, refurbishes used books, and distributes them to hospitals and convalescent centers. Sara also organizes 

volunteers to read those books to residents at the nursing homes and to children participating in local HeadStart 

programs. To date, Book Angels has collected and refurbished over 1,000 books throughout the community and has 

constructed book shelves to house the donated books at various locations. 

 

Chirag Manyapu, a senior at Northview High School in Fulton County, is the founder of the school-wide Titan-to-Titan 

Mentorship program in which provides a means for incoming freshman to connect with experienced upperclassmen for 

advice and guidance. Chirag started the program his freshman year after feeling upperclassmen were unapproachable 

and intimidating. Now in its fourth year, the Titan-to-Titan program is the school’s go-to program for freshman and the 

Counseling Advisory Board. Organized and coordinated by Chirag, the Titan-to-Titan program holds monthly forums 

between mentors and mentees, makes freshman classroom visits, and creates school-wide events, including a freshmen 

summer camp. Chirag is involved in the National Chinese Honor Society, marching band, 21st Century Leaders, and 

Fulton County Youth Commission, just to name a few. Chirag plans to attend the University of Pennsylvania in the fall.  

 

Clay Milling, a senior at Holy Innocents’ Episcopal School in Fulton County, combined his passion for film and servant 

leadership to provide free promotional videos to non-profits. After visiting the Andrew P. Stewart Center for children in 

the Reynoldstown area of Atlanta with his family in 2013, Clay fell in love with the organization’s mission and, more 

importantly, the children. Clay not only volunteers at the center, but offered to shoot a promotional video in hopes of 

increasing donations and awareness for the organization. His two videos used in the non-profit’s capital campaign 

helped raise more than $175,000, with the organization crediting much of their success to Clay’s videos. Since then, Clay 

has produced several free videos for other non-profits, including Blue Skies Ministries. Clay is also the founder and 



 
president of the Holy Innocents’ Film Club and a student ambassador for new students.  Clay plans to attend college in 

the fall. 

 

Paul Serrato, a senior at Apalachee High School in Barrow County, is the founder of the Hispanic Organization Promoting 

Education (HOPE) club at his school and is actively working to serve Hispanic students’ needs.  Recognizing that Hispanic 

students, particularly those who are first-generation immigrants, face significant barriers to academic success, Paul 

diligently researched resources and tools that would support Hispanic students at his high school and brought HOPE to 

his student body. As the founder and president of HOPE, Paul organizes all activities and service projects for its 

members. As a first generation high school graduate, Paul is number one in his class and leads by example through hard-

work, academics and taking on leadership roles as the founding member for several clubs, including HOPE and Rho 

Kappa Social Students Honor Society, at Apalachee High School. 

 

Aditya Sood, a senior at Alpharetta High School in Fulton County, is the founder of Working Together For Change 

(WTFC), a completely student-led nonprofit that focuses on three pillars: immersion programs to raise awareness about 

homelessness, medical initiatives to providing immediate medical care for the homeless, and in social entrepreneurship 

to create opportunities that allow an escape from homelessness. Aditya started the non-profit with the help of his 

younger brother, Nitish, after they encountered a homeless women and realized the lack of awareness within the 

community. Within two years, Aditya and his brother’s non-profit has organized close to 1,000 volunteers with over 

1,300 volunteer hours, and served over a 1,000 homeless individuals. Aditya’s work reaches far beyond metro Atlanta, 

as WTFC chapters have been established in Macon, Georgia and in Silicon Valley, California. 

 

Morgan Taylor, a sophomore at Gordon Lee High School in Walker County, created a mentoring program for elementary 

and middle school girls informally known as “Girls Cheering on Girls.” After dealing with her own struggles as a middle 

school girl, Morgan began the program in hopes of encouraging young girls to support one another. Morgan meets daily 

with middle school girls before school and has taken that same approach toward elementary girls at the Chickamauga 

Recreation Association where she volunteers. The program encourages the girls to attend each other’s sporting events 

and activities in show of support to “cheer” each other on, with Morgan, who attends all of the girls’ activities, leading 

by example. The Chickamauga Recreation Association credits the increase in attendance and improvement in the 

attitudes of their elementary girls to Morgan’s program. 

 

D’Khorvillyn Tyus, a senior at Holy Innocents’ Episcopal School in Fulton County, is the founder of Warm Love, a project 

that provides specialty kits for chemo patients. In 2012, D’Khorvillyn’s mother was diagnosed with breast cancer. She 

immediately responded by helping her mother and others with specialty kits that specifically cater to chemo patients, by 

including essentials such as entertainment items, snacks, blankets and much more. After speaking with oncologists and 

seeing what her own mother experienced, D’Khorvillyn discovered there were many products patients need that they 

are never informed about. Her goal was to help make the patient’s chemo experience as easy as it could be, especially 

for those patients who did not have a support system. Over the last two years, D’Khorvillyn has collected donations and 

raised over $5,000 to purchase products in order to create and hand deliver Warm Love kits to patients at the Piedmont 

Cancer Institute.  


